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How To Run for Local Office
• Deciding on a Office
• Filing for Office
–
–
–
–
–
–

General Filing Information
Petition Preparation and Formatting
Signing and Circulating Petitions
Statement of Candidacy
Loyalty Oath
Statement of Economic Interests Receipt

How To Run for Local Office
•
•
•
•
•
•

Circulating Petitions
Submitting Nomination Paperwork
Filing Deadlines & Where to file
Objections to Nominating Papers
Campaign Contributions
FAQs

Candidate’s Guide
• Updated Annually
• Source of truth and all pertinent information for candidates
• Download from Illinois State Board of Elections Website
https://www.elections.il.gov/
• Running for Office > Documents > 2021 Candidate’s Guide

Navigating the Candidate’s Guide

Navigating the Candidate’s Guide
Table of Contents is
very helpful…
particularly if you are
looking at an electronic
PDF version and
everything is accessible
via embedded
hyperlinks

Various types of
candidates

Guidelines for Filing

Various Offices
available for Filing

Once you have decided to run…

Familiarize yourself with the
requirements specific to the
office you want to run for.
This page will also have links
to all of the important
documents you will need

Statement of Candidacy and Loyalty Oath

Statement of Economic Interests (SOEI)
• Can be downloaded from the Cook County
Clerk’s website:
https://www.cookcountyclerk.com/service/2021info-candidates
• Must be presented to County Clerk’s office in
person (downtown or any suburban location) in
order to obtain receipt (i.e. stamp)

• Copy of SOEI with receipt is a required
document for Candidate Filing

Circulating Petitions
PETITION CIRCULATOR REQUIREMENTS
•

A petition circulator must be 17 years of age and a qualified voter in Illinois.

•

The circulator must personally witness all signatures given and sign the required certificate stating that all
signatures were given in their presence.

•

No one may be considered a circulator of any petition page except the person who signs the circulator’s
statement. (10 ILCS 5/7-10, 10-4)

•

Petition sheets must not be circulated more than 90 days preceding the last day for the filing of the
petitions.

•

Petitions circulated for independent candidates, new political party candidates, and nonpartisan candidates
who are required to file for the April 6, 2021 Consolidated Election may be circulated starting September
22, 2020 for the filing period December 14-21, 2020

•

A petition circulator may not circulate for more than one political party or for independent candidates in
addition to candidates for an established political party or new political party

Circulating Petitions
HOW MANY SIGNATURES DO I NEED??
•

Refer to the Candidate’s Guide for the Signature Requirement for the office you are running for

•

Visit https://www.cookcountyclerk.com/agency/results-and-election-data and select the most recent
election for the position you are running for to see how many votes were cast

Circulating Petitions
PETITION CIRCULATOR REQUIREMENTS
•

A petition circulator must complete the circulator’s statement at the bottom of each petition sheet
certifying address, age, and citizenship information as well as that the signatures on that sheet were signed
in their presence; are genuine; to the best of their knowledge, the persons so signing were duly registered
voters of the political subdivision for which the candidate(s) shall be nominated or elected; and that their
respective registration addresses are correctly stated therein. This statement shall be sworn to and signed
before an officer authorized to administer oaths in Illinois. (10 ILCS 5/7-10, 10-4)

•

Petition circulators shall indicate on such petition their residence address, written or printed, including the
street address or rural route number of the circulator, as well as the circulator’s city, village, or town.

Circulating Petitions
PETITION SIGNER REQUIREMENTS
•

A signer must sign their own signature on the petition. The signer cannot sign for someone else, such as
another member of their family.

•

Petition signers must be registered voters in the political subdivision in which the candidate is seeking
nomination or election.

•

Petition signers shall indicate on such petition their residence address, written or printed, including the
street address or rural route number, as well as their city, village or town, county, and state. However, the
state, county, city, village, and town of residence may be pre-printed on the petition form. Standard
abbreviations may be used in writing the residence address.

•

A petition signer must be a registered voter from the address shown opposite their signature on the
petition.

Circulating Petitions
PETITION SIGNER REQUIREMENTS
•

Signatures may be stricken from the petition by the circulator or the candidate (SBE Form P-2A), prior to
filing, in the following manner:
1) The person striking the signature must initial the petition at the place where the signature is stricken.
2) The person striking the signature must sign a certification (SBE Form P-2A) listing the page number and
line number of each signature stricken from the petition. Such certification shall be filed as part of
the petition.

3) The person striking signatures from independent candidate petitions must sign an additional certificate
(SBE Form P-2B) specifying the number of certification pages listing stricken signatures, which are
attached to the petition, and the page numbers indicated on such certifications. This additional
certificate must be filed as part of the petition, shall be numbered, and shall be attached
immediately following the last page of voters’ signatures and before the certifications of stricken
signatures (SBE Form P-2A). This last step is required statutorily only for independent candidates.
4) All of the foregoing requirements are necessary to affect a valid striking of any signature.

Circulating Petitions
•

Pre-Populate as much information as possible to reduce
the possibility of errors; for example:
✓

All Header information about the Candidate and
office he/she is running for

✓

On signature lines populate the City, Town or Village
and County

•

Each Petition page will need to be signed in the presence
of a Notary Public and signed/sealed by the Notary

•

Numbering petition pages should be last step before filing

Circulating Petitions
Example of
Pre-Populated
Petition

Submitting Candidate Nomination Paperwork
•

The petition signature sheets must be original and of uniform size. (10 ILCS 5/7-10, 10-4)

•

The petition signature sheets must be numbered consecutively, beginning with the top sheet as number
“1.”

•

The following original documents are to be attached (preferably on top) to the nominating petition
signature sheets:
1) Statement of Candidacy

2) Loyalty Oath (optional)
3) Receipt for filing the Statement of Economic Interests (not required for federal or party office).

The above documents are NOT page numbered.
4) Any certifications related to the striking of signatures shall be attached immediately following
the last petition page and numbered consecutively beginning with the number “1.”

•

The petition signature sheets must be neatly fastened together in book form by fastening them together at
one edge in a secure and suitable manner.

Filing Deadlines and Locations
•

For the April 6, 2021 Consolidated election the
filing dates are December 14 – 21, 2020 (not
more than 113 nor less than 106 days prior to
the election)

•

Where you file varies based on the office you
are running for. Refer to the details page for
the specific office you are running for to
confirm.

Objections to Nominating Papers
•

For the April 6, 2021 Consolidated election the
filing dates are December 14 – 21, 2020 (not
more than 113 nor less than 106 days prior to
the election)

•

Where you file varies based on the office you
are running for. Refer to the details page for
the specific office you are running for to
confirm.

Campaign Contributions

Q&A

Village Clerk’s Office
Contact Information
Telephone (708) 389-0200

E-mail amoskal@villageofmidlothian.org
Allen Moskal
Village Clerk

